Lesson 1 – Life in the Trenches
	Lesson Topic:  Life in the Trenches                                                  Unit Topic:  Health during WW1
 

Year Level:  9                                                                                        Lesson Duration: 60 minutes               

	 

AusVELS 

Specific Lesson Outcomes for 
the students
  How will I determine if outcomes   have been met
identification of the major causes of injury, illness and death
 
 
 

Understand the conditions that soldiers were faced with as a result of life in the trenches

· The students’ ability to be able to complete the Letter Home activity.  
· Engagement in open class discussion
 

	INTRODUCTION 
 
Introduce today’s topic along with the Learning Intentions.

Learning Intentions
- To gain an understanding of what life was like living in the trenches during World War 1.
- Understand the harsh conditions that soldiers were faced with and how this may have resulted in a number of health problems/diseases
 
 
 
 
 
	Key questions 

Key organisational/

management issues
Learning Intentions explicitly stated

	PROCEDURE 

 

 Check for prior knowledge
- ask students if they know anything about WW1 and what trench warfare was like

· Do a brainstorm/mind map on the board detailing what students know about WW1 (they might not know much, so be wary of this)

· Once the brainstorm has been completed, clarify and prompt through the use of questioning to check for students’ understanding


 Video:  The Trenches (Front Line Vignettes)

· Show students The Trenches video.  It’s a short YouTube clip giving a brief summary of what life in the trenches was like

· Once students have watched the clip ask them questions pertaining to the video

Worksheet:  Life in the Trenches

· Hand out the Life in the Trenches worksheet
· Read through the worksheets as a class, getting individual students to read out aloud
· Once the worksheet has been completely read, explain to students the activity they are to complete next
Activity:  Letter Home

· Explain to students that they are to imagine that they are an Australian soldier fighting and living in the trenches during WW1.  
· They are to write a letter home to their family/loved ones detailing the conditions of life in the trenches
· Provide students with an example of a letter that a soldier wrote to his family
· Allow students sufficient time to complete this task (walk around the room checking that students are on task, helping those students that need it)
· Once all the students have completed their letters, ask for volunteers to read them out.  
 
 
	Key questions 

Key organisational/

management issues
“Does anyone have a bit of an idea of what life in the trenches was like?  What kind of conditions were the soldiers faced with?”

Classroom with access to ICT capabilities

“What do you think it would have been like to live in these conditions?”
“Can you see how there may have been a variety of health issues and problems that may have arisen due to the conditions?”

“What were some of the health issues/problems that the soldiers were faced with as a result of the harsh conditions in the trenches?”

	CLOSURE 
 

 Refer back to the Learning Intentions and ask students what they have learnt today.
 
 
 
 
 
 
	Key questions 

Key organisational/

management issues 
“Today our learning intentions were…………..”

“Given this, what can you guys tell me about what life was like in the trenches?”

	RESOURCES
 
 Video:  The Trenches (Front Line Vignettes) - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3QJRM7tCI0
 Worksheet:  Life in the Trenches
 Classroom: ICT capabilities (access to internet, TV that laptop can plug into or projector), whiteboard
 
 

	CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 
 
 Students’ ability to accurately describe the conditions of life in the trenches in the letter home activity.  
 
 


 
